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Supporters of land-based sewage treatment 

would have you believe that the wastewater 

coming from Greater Victoria outfalls is 

damaging the marine environment of the Strait 

of Juan de Fuca and Puget Sound. 

They could not be more wrong! 

The fact is our sewage is treated by an effective 

and efficient natural system. CRD scientific 

monitoring reports show that sea life thrives 

around both Clover and Macaulay outfalls 

because of the nutrients in the sewage effluent; 

effluent that is 99.97% water! Mussels around 

Clover Point outfall are healthy and larger than 

mussels further away.   
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VICTORIA ALREADY HAS THE 

FINEST AND MOST EFFECTIVE 

SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEM IN 

NORTH AMERICA 

DO YOU 
REALLY 
WANT TO 
FLUSH  
$1 BILLION 
DOWN THE 
SEWER? 

You can help by joining the 

Association for Responsible and 

Environmentally Sustainable 

Sewage Treatment 

Association for Responsible and 
Environmentally Sustainable Sewage 

Treatment 

Protec t ing the  env i ronmen t  and  your  taxes  

ARESST 

Contact us at  

www.aresst.ca 
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in opposing this wasteful mega project and at 

the same time, protect the environment and 

save $Billions in unnecessary taxation. 

www.aresst.ca 

We can save 
money and protect 

the environment 

Moreover, land-based sewage treatment will 

actually result in measurable environmental 

damage.  Greenhouse gases and toxic sludge in 

which contaminants are concentrated will 

increase with significant negative impact on the 

environment. 
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 Expand the CRD’s excellent source control program 

to reduce contaminants in storm and waste water 

 Establish a primary equivalent treatment system by 

installing smaller mesh screens on the existing deep 

sea outfalls 

 Repair leaking storm drains and wastewater pipe 

infrastructure 

 Provide housing for the homeless and funding for 

health care and schools 

 Expand public transit and reduce carbon footprint 

 Protect valuable marine and land natural habitats 

About Aresst >>> 
Tell these politicians to STOP wasting tax 
dollars on land based secondary sewage 
treatment 

ARESST believes that 

John Motherwell, a civil engineer specializing in 

sewage treatment who has won an environmental 

award for the treatment plant at Port McNeill, says 

that none of the approved and functioning sewage 

treatment systems he has designed could match the 

effective performance of the existing natural 

treatment systems at Macaulay and Clover Points. 

and at a much lower cost 

 Hon. Barry Penner, Minister of the Environment, BC 

 Hon. Bill Bennett, Minister of Community and Rural Dev 

 Geoff Young, Chair, Capital Region District, 250-385-5711 

 Judy Brownoff, Chair, CRD CALWMC, 250-475-1775 

 Dean Fortin, Mayor of Victoria, 250-385-5711 

1. Victoria should have an integrated waste-water 

management system which deals with sewage and 

storm-water in the manner best suited to the local 

environment. 

2. The system should be based upon sound science 

and engineering, presenting well thought-out 

solutions to clearly identified problems to ensure 

there is a cost benefit. 

3. The deadline-driven plans being promoted by the 

CRD do not meet these criteria. Hundreds of 

millions are being wasted on inappropriate solutions 

to non-existent problems while the real threats to 

our environment are ignored – all at a time of 

severe fiscal constraints. 
  

There are better ways to 
spend your hard-earned 
tax dollars… 
And at a much lower cost 

You are invited to join a group of concerned CRD 

citizens who believe that potentially disastrous 

mistakes are being made in the rush to design and 

build a very expensive land-based secondary sewage 

treatment system.  

Will Not >>> 

 Remove all the toxins 

from the outfalls 

 Remove either the 

Macaulay or Clover 

Point outfalls 

 Change the shellfish 

closures in the waters 

off Victoria 

 Enable economic 

resource recovery 

 Solve the problems 

with storm drains and 

inflow to sewer pipes 

 Frank Leonard, Mayor of Saanich, 250-475-5510 

 Barb Desjardins, Mayor of Esquimalt, 250-414-7101 

 Christopher Causton, Mayor of Oak Bay, 250-598-3311 

 Denise Blackwell, Langford Councillor, 250-478-7882 

 Dave Saunders, Mayor of Colwood, 250-478-5541 

 Graham Hill, Mayor of View Royal, 250-479-6800 

 Susan Brice, Saanich Councillor, 250-475-1775 

 Leif Wergelund, Saanich Councillor, 250-475-1775 

 Phillipe Lucas, Victoria Councillor, 250-385-5711 

 Charlayne Thornton-Joe, Victoria, 250-385-5711 

Will >>> 

 Increase greenhouse 

gas production 

 Create toxic waste 

with expensive and 

complex disposal 

problems 

 Be an unacceptable 

use of prime 

waterfront land and 

inland sites 

 Discourage green 

developments such as 

Dockside Green 

Proposed Land Based 
Sewage Treatment  

Dr Jack Littlepage,  

Biological Oceanographer, University of Victoria 

“Instead of flocking like sheep to spend our money, simply 
because “everyone else is treating sewage”, which by the 
way is not true, we should be promoting our system as the 
most efficient and environmentally sound system in North 
America. What other system can you point to which has no 
appreciable residue, no air or water pollution, requires a 
minimum of shoreline, increases marine productivity and 
places a minimum burden on the taxpayer.” 

www.aresst.ca 


